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January 26 in a special cerenony the Trail bl azer Anard was
presented to state Senator R chard Marvel of Hastings, an
event which | amsure nost of you attended. Inthe pioneer
days the wagonnmaster was conparable to the captain of the
ship, steering the course and making all the ma)or decisions,
constantly keeping in mind the wel fare of the people of his
wagon train. People who know our first honoree are very much
aware of his concern for others, his deep feeling for those
who need hel p and his | eadership. His professional, ClviC
and volunteer activities include: Assistant Attorney Cen-
eral, Assistant U.S. District Attorney, State President of
the Jaycees, winner of Qutstanding State President of the
Nati onal Jaycee Convention, Administrative Assistant to U S
Senat or Roman Huska, U S House of Representatives. |In govern-
ment as well as in private life he has exenplified dedi ca-
tion to people and the state. His interest in the veterans
organi zations, agriculture, human rights are evidence of his
unsel fi sh dedication to provide | eadershlp toward quality of
life. We are especially grateful for his personal efforts
to reactivate and reorgani ze the Nebraskal and Foundati on.
The pioneers crossing Nebraska had standards of |eadership
and they were set by the wagonmasters a century ago. The

ti mes have changed but not the basic val ues and precepts of
that | eadership. May we present our recipient of the Ne-
braskal and Foundati on's Wagonmaster Award, the Honorabl e
Charlie Thone, past Governor of the State of Nebraska.

CHARLES THONE: Acting Governor MG nley... (applause.)
Thank vou, Betty Abbott. My, oh, ny, as ny Momwoul d say,
that's an awful lot of gravy for such a small potato. |
wi sh Marge Hi ggins woul d have been here to hear all of that.
W were kldding out there a little. Really I'"mnot all that
bad a fellow, Marge. Let ne very, very briefly salute the
Nebr askl and Foundati on. As you know, it was kind of a dream
of former Governor Frank Morrison. He really got it off the
round and did a superlative gob with it. It was then revit-
alized by Don Kinsbury of Ponca and had a real thrust from
our fine Secretary of State Al en Beermannand now Betty
Abbott is carrying forth. In this erawhenonly too many
peopl e seemto run the governnent for every little ill, ache
and pain it was good to see this private sector organization
during ny four years as Governor do a real fine Job of plac-
forth the best. font of this ~;rest and beautiful state of
ours. Thank you, Betty Abbott, and thanks to all of you.

BETTY ABBOTT: Thank you. The Trailbla..er Avardis given
annual | y by the Nebraskal and Foundation to those outstanding
citizens of our state who through unselfish special efforts
have forged a new path of benefit to Nebraska's quality of
life. As you read through the extensive bi ogrgphy of our,
honoree you find it laced with words such as, he :1"st,



